Differential splicing of type II procollagen mRNA in canine retina.
Canine retina expressed two forms of Type II procollagen mRNA, IIA and IIB, due to alternate splicing of exon 2 at the N-propeptide region. The N-propeptide region of Type II procollagen showed a high degree of homology with human, approximately 96% both at the nucleotide and the amino acid levels. Expression of IIA and IIB forms of Type II procollagen from early stage of development to adult life suggests the important role of both forms for the development as well as maintenance of the ocular structure.